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In the City of Rochester, foreclosed and vacant properties have
lowered property values in neighborhoods by an estimated $11
million. In the towns, nearly $9 million in lost property
values have resulted from Zombie properties.
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An increase in the foreclosure rate to 3 out of 100 houses can produce a
6.7% increase in the crime rate in that neighborhood.

A Call To Action

Monroe County Vacant and
Abandoned Property Task Force
Est. April 2016

Taskforce Strategic Plan
Vision:
Increasing the vibrancy of our community by lessening the burden of
vacant and abandoned properties in our community
Mission:

Coordinate and implement strategies to reduce vacant and
abandoned properties, enabling our community to thrive
Key Result Areas:
Prevention
Identification
Maintenance
Rehabilitation
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Davidson Fink LLP
Empire Justice Center
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Town of Brighton
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP
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Co-Chairs
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The 3 Pillars
1. Prevention
2. Identification & Maintenance
3. Rehabilitation
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Gov. Cuomo signed into law a series of additions to
NYS Real Property Actions and Procedures Law.
If a borrower falls more than 90 days behind on their
mortgage, banks are required to inspect to determine
if the property is vacant and then must re-inspect
every 25-30 days
The bank must post a notice on the property if it’s
deemed vacant within 7 days stating who is
responsible for maintenance.

If the homeowner does not contact the bank within 7
days the bank must then secure the property.
Requires lenders to report any properties
determined to be vacant to the NYS dept. of
Financial Services within 21 days

New State Law Addressing
Vacant and Abandoned Properties
New York State Vacant Property Registry Hotline

800-342-3736
For neighbors, concerned citizens, agencies or private businesses to
report either the existence or issues surrounding a vacant and
abandoned property in their neighborhood.
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process

New Expedited Foreclosure Process
For Vacant Properties
In April ‘15 a local committee of court personnel, bank attorneys, and non-profit legal
attorneys representing homeowners was formed to discuss the most efficient way to
simultaneously speed up the foreclosure process while still protecting the rights of all
parties.
The local expedited process was able to shorten the procedures by at least 4 months
by combining several steps that could be accomplished in one day.
In June ‘16 Gov. Cuomo signed legislation to begin a new statewide expedited
foreclosure process.
The new statewide procedures differs from a standard mortgage foreclosure,
eliminating certain steps required and adding other protections that did not
previously exist.
There are still uncertainties regarding the new statewide process.
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Seek participation from all municipalities in the Neighborhood Revitalization Grant
Program.

Neighborhood Revitalization
Program (NRP)
A state program run by The State of New York Mortgage Agency
(SONYMA).
Offers assistance in select communities to homebuyers to purchase
and renovate vacant houses.
Will provide a grant up to $20,000 to renovate a house once
purchased
Buyers must be income-eligible
The Greater Rochester Housing Program will work with local
governments to identify vacant properties and eligible buyers to apply
for grant funding.
*one of the task force’s first meetings resulted in the expansion of the
NRP beyond the City to include the inner-ring suburbs of Brighton,
Gates and Irondequoit

The Way Forward
Recognizing

Advocating
Coordinating

Implementing
Metrics of Success

Get Involved!
Call 753-1698 or email
VacantProperty@monroecounty.gov

